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Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Madison  Co.  Courthouse,  Virginia  City,  MT 
Jon  Dilliard,  Co.  Sanitarian,  P.0.  Box  278,  Virginia  City,  MT 
David  C.  Lloyd,  Mayor,  Town  of  Sheridan,  P.O.  Box  78,  Sheridan,  MT 
Jean  Shipp,  Mayor,  Town  of  Twin  Bridges,  P.O.  Box  397,  Twin  Bridges,  MT 
Bob  Storey,  Chief  Executive,  Madison  Co.  Courthouse,  Virginia  City,  MT 
Madison  County  Sheriff's  Dept.,  Courthouse,  Virginia  City,  MT 
Myron  Holzheimer,  Right  of  Way  Bureau,  Dept,  of  Highways,  Helena,  MT 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  State  Capitol  Bldg.,  Rm.  432,  Helena,  MT 
Tom  Ellerhoff,  Env.  Sciences  Division,  DHES,  Helena,  MT 
Jack  Merrill.  Manager,  Sheridan  Towing  & Storage,  Box  304,  Sheridan,  MT 
j^Montana  State  Library,  Harold  Chamber,  930  E.  Lyndale,  Helena,  MT 

Gentlemen : 


Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  Section  16-2.2(2)-P2030, 
Rule  IV,  the  following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared 
by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  Sheridan 
Towing  and  Salvage,  in  Sheridan,  Montana. 


The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform  all 
interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of  the 
proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have  a 
significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary  Environ- 
mental Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15)  days  at 
which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 


If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


LARRY  D.  MITCHELL 

fTATf  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Environmental  Sciences  Division 


LDM: vc 
Ends. 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

5.  Aesthetics 

The  state  Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal  Act  and  rule  require 
that  all  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facilities  or  wrecking  yards  be  screened 
from  public  view.  Public  view  is  defined  as  that  point  six  feet  above 
the  center  line  of  any  public  roadway.  Wrecking  facilities  are  to  be 
screened  such  that  all  junked  vehicles  stored  at  the  site  are  out  of 
public  view.  This  proposed  1.75  acre  facility  is  visible  from  state 
highway  287  on  the  north  and  a county  road  to  the  south. 

The  applicant  proposes  shielding  the  northeast  and  northwest  sides 
of  the  facility  with  a board  fence  approximatley  eight  feet  tall.  If 
properly  constructed  to  the  specifications  found  in  Rule  16.14.202  ARM, 
the  facility  will  be  effectively  screened  from  the  highway.  The  topo- 
graphy slopes  away  from  the  highway  at  a slight  2%  grade.  Given  that 
the  facility  will  only  be  200  feet  wide  but  850  feet  away  from  the 
highway,  the  line  of  sight  is  so  flat  that  the  facility  can  be  success- 
fully screened  even  though  the  elevation  difference  between  the  facility 
and  portions  of  the  highway  approximate  20  feet.  If  the  facility  were 
wider  in  northeast  to  southwest  dimension  or  if  it  were  located  closer 
to  the  highway,  a fence  of  greater  height  would  be  necessary.  As  it  is, 
an  eight  foot  fence  may  be  barely  marginal  and  in  the  absence  of  an 
accurate  survey,  the  applicant  must  pay  close  attention  to  fence  heights 
during  construction  of  the  northwest  and  northeast  fences. 

Additionally,  the  applicant's  screening  plan  does  not  consider  the 
need  for  any  shielding  on  the  southwest  or  southeast  sides.  A railroad 
bed  paralleling  the  southwest  perimeter  of  the  facility  does  aid  in 
screening  that  portion  of  the  facility,  but  junk  vehicles  are  easily 
visible  from  the  county  road  to  the  south.  Buildings,  temporary  log 
decks  and  woodwaste  piles  from  a lumber  mill  operation  also  help  screen 
a portion  of  the  yard  from  the  county  road.  However,  to  illustrate  the 
necessity  for  shielding  on  the  southwest  and  southeast  sides  of  the 
facility,  a vantage  point  along  the  county  road  at  the  intersection  with 
the  railroad  tracks  clearly  exposes  the  junked  vehicles  presently  stored 
there  to  public  view.  Therefore,  it  is  the  department's  determination 
that  shielding  will  be  required  on  all  four  sides  of  this  proposed  facility. 
Until  the  facility  is  screened  in  accordance  with  the  shielding  require- 
ments of  the  Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal  law  and  rules,  a license 
to  operate  or  maintain  the  facility  cannot  be  issued. 

POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

3.  Local  and  state  tax  base  and  tax  revenue 

6.  Quantity  and  distribution  of  community  and  personal  income 
8.  Quantity  and  distribution  of  employment 

The  establishment  and  successful  operation  of  a motor  vehicle  wrecking 
facility  should  have  a minor  but  positive  impact  on  all  the  above  criteria. 
Beyond  the  obvious  benefit  of  providing  at  least  supplemental  income  and 
employment  opportunities  for  the  owner/manager  and  any  additional  employees 
necessary  for  the  operation  of  the  business,  secondary  trades  or  industries 
such  as  construction,  communication,  and  transportation  may  also  be  impacted. 
The  vehicle  repair,  storage,  recycling,  and  salvaging  industry  is  not  well 
developed  in  this  region  outside  of  Butte  and  Bozeman.  There  is  an  oppor- 
tunity in  this  area  for  an  aggressively  operated  vehicle  salvage  business 
to  succeed  and  have  beneficial  impacts  on  employment,  income  and  tax  base. 


Page  Two 


10.  Demands  for  governmental  services 

A minor  amount  of  government  time  and  service  will  be  required  in 
conducting  routine  field  inspections  of  the  facility  to  assure  that  it 
is  operated  and  maintained  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal  law  and  rules.  Also,  files  and 
routine  correspondence  with  the  facility  will  consume  some  government 
services,  reimbursible  in  part  by  the  annual  wrecking  facility  license 
fee. 


13.  Locally  adopted  environmental  plans  and  goals. 

The  establishment  and  proper  operation  of  a motor  vehicle  wrecking 
facility  at  the  proposed  location  is  not  in  violation  of  any  locally 
adopted  land  use  planning  ordinances  or  regulations  presently  in  effect 
according  to  a certification  on  the  license  application  by  the  Madison 
County  Health  Department. 


C 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)449-3946 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Di vi si on/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Project  or  Application Richard  Calabrese  dba/Sheridan  Towing  and  Storage 

Description  of  Project  Establishing  and  licensing  a motor  vehicle  wrecking 

facility  approximately  3 miles  northwest  of  Sheridan,  Montana  and  south 

of  State  Highway  287.  The  attached  map  shows  the  exact  location. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 


-9' 


Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 
Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 
Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 
Vegetation  cover,  quant- 
ity and  quality 
Aestheti cs 
Ai  r qual  i ty 
Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 
Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  ai r & energy 
Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 


Social  structures  and 
mores 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 
Human  health 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 
Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 
Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 
Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 
Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 
Demands  for  energy 
Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Montana  Department  of  Highways 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER.  Madison  County  Sanitarian 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS Not  necessary 


PER  Prepared  by: 


Date:  August  12.  198 


V J/ARRY  t).  MITCHELL 
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MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Helena,  Montana  59601  «=» 

.f* 
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MOTOR  VEHICLE  WRE^CKI_NG_ 

APPLICATION  FOR  LICENSE 


FACILITY 
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■M  ID  Vv i 


Complete  this  form  and  return  with  attachments  to: 


TERRENCE  D.  CARMODY,  CHIEF 
Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Montana  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


1.  Name  of  applicant:  R.  t rs.  I\  >3  >~c  J ( * / /3  J1  /1<P J 

2.  Name  of  facility:  < S'.  / 7T>  < u > sj  P P,?  JJs1  /■  cl- — _ 

3.  Address:  /?■-  A £//('<’/  /X;AyJ  

4.  Size  and  legal  description  of  facility:  J 7 '/  ^-7/'  S'  

■ ri  / A c'-  3 — — 


5.  If  you  are  not  the  owner  of  the  premises,  give  name  and  address  of  lessor  who  holds 
title  to  the  property: 

Name: 


Address:  — 

6.  Attachments:  a.  Map  of  city  or  county  showing  proposed  location  of  facility. 

b.  Drawing  of  proposed  facility  showing  especially  the  type  and 

adequacy  of  shielding  of  facility  from  public  view  and  location 
of  buildings. 


I hereby  certify  that  the  site  of  the  planned  motor  vehicle  wrecking  facility  is 
in  accordance  with  local  government  zoning  and  ordinances.  (To  be  signed  by 
appropriate  local  government  officia^L  having  knowledge  of  local  zoning  ordinances) 


TITLE: 


OF: 


local  government  official  having  kn 


(City  or  County)  {J 


8.  Date  (year  and  month)  that  your  facility  will  begin  operation: 


SIGNATURE  OF  APPLICANT: 


PHONE : 


TITLE:  /?/>  ^ 


DATE: 


yf’rt/A/So  /S/  uJ 


12’30* 


1 12*15' 
45*30' 


UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY 

403000m.  E. 


50  3 8000m. N. 


c 


A series  of  5 trenches  will  be  dug,  2x5  feet  deep  and  50  feet  long. 

The  trenches  will  run  parallel  to  each  other  about  15  feet  apart , and 
will  be  at  least  200  feet  from  the  county  road.  Each  trench  will  have 
about  3 feet  of  raw'  sewage  pumped  into  it.  The  trenches  will  ranain 
open  for  about  2 w'eeks  and  some  may  have  sewage  in  them  for  most  of  that 
time.  The  original  soil  material  will  then  be  mounded  on  top  of  the 
tienches.  Within  a few  months,  the  mounds  will  settle  to  nearly  the 
original  level. 

If  cattle  are  using  the  area  during  the  time  the  trenches  are  open,  a 
temporary  fence  will  be  constructed  around  the  excavations.  The  disturbed 
areas  will  be  seeded  with  western  wheatgrass  (Agropyron  smithii)  early 
in  the  spring  following  the  disturbance. 

This  action  will  be  repented  annually  as  long  as  5 years. 


OCT  1 , 


